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FRANCESCO CERTO 

 

 

CONTACT INFORMATION 

 Address:  Via Amba Alagi, 10 - 95124 Catania - Italy 

 E-mail:  francesco.certomd@gmail.com 

 E-mail:  cicciocerto@yahoo.it 

 Phone number:  +39 366 129 2744 

 Nationality:  Italian 

 Date of birth:  25 November 1983 

 

A.O.U. POLICLINICO “G. RODOLICO - SAN MARCO” CATANIA  

 

 Address:  Viale C.A. Ciampi, 1 - 95121 Catania - Italy 

 Phone number:  +39 095 479 4470 

 Fax:  +39 095 479 4470 

 

 

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 

Present  Full time Consultant Neurosurgeon at  
2017 August  U.O.C. Policlinico “G. Rodolico - San Marco” Catania - Italy 
 
2017 July Neurosurgeon at 
2016 July  U.O.C. Policlinico “G. Rodolico - San Marco” Catania – Italy 
 
2016 July Voluntary Neurosurgeon at U.O.C. Clinica Neurochirurgica  
2015 November dell’A.O.U. Policlinico Vittorio Emanuele – Catania – Italy 
 
2014 April International Fellow in Neurosurgery at “Education and Training 
2014 January School” All India Institute of Medical Sciences – New Delhi - India 
  
2013 October International Fellow in Neurosurgery at “Department of  
2013 July Neurosurgery” - King Edward Memorial Hospital of – India 
 
2013 Marche Neurosurgery Resident at U.O.C. Neurochirurgia  
2011 November A.O.U. Policlinico “Paolo Giaccone” Palermo – Italy 
 
2013 Mar. Neurosurgery Resident at U.O.C. Clinica Neurochirurgica  
2011 November dell’A.O.U. Policlinico “Vittorio Emanuele” Catania – Italy 
 
2009 May Voluntary Doctor at U.O.C. Neurochirurgia 
2008 August A.O.U. Policlinico “Paolo Giaccone” Palermo – Italy 
 
2008 July Intern medical student at U.O.C. Neurochirurgia 
2007 January A.O.U. Policlinico “Paolo Giaccone” Palermo – Italy 
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SURGICAL EXPERIENCE 

1545 surgical procedures performed after (559 cranial, brain and cranio-vertebral junction surgery 
and 986 spine surgery). 1018 as first surgeon and 527 as second surgeon or assistant. 
 
538 surgical procedures performed during residency (297 cranial, brain and cranio-vertebral junction 
surgery and 241 spine and peripheral nerve surgery). 47 as first surgeon (under supervision) and 
491 as second surgeon or assistant. 

 
 

EDUCATION 

2020 November  Second Level University Master “Approcci chirurgici alla cerniera cranio-
cervicale (cadaver lab sulla chirurgia spinale complessa)” (Catholic University - 
Roma) 

2019 June  International PhD Program in Neurosciences (University of Catania) 

2018 October   National graduation as Associate Professor in Neurosurgery (06/E3 
Neurochirurgia e Chirurgia Maxillo Facciale - Bando D.D. 1532/2016) 

2015 July  Graduation in Neurosurgery (6 years Residency Course) with 70/70 cum laude 
(University of Catania) 

2009 February  Licence to practice Medicine and Surgery (University of Palermo) 

2008 August  Corporate Language Training Course (EF) in Professional English – Cambridge 
(UK) 

2008 July Graduation in Medicine and Surgery with 110/110 cum laude and mention of 
the Thesis (University of Palermo) 

2002 July  High school diploma with 100/110 and honorable mention (Liceo Classico G.B. 
Impallomeni. Milazzo - ME) 

 

MEDICAL TRAINING 

2022 May  EMEA Complex Cervical Instructional Course. Hamburg (Germany) 

2019 September  Endoscopic Spine surgery Level 1-2 Workshop. 2-Day Endoscopic Course for 
Professionals: Transforaminal and Interlaminar Access To the Spine. 
Karlsruhe (Germany) 

2018 November Live surgery and hands-on navigation in spinal surgery 

2017 September Advanced techniques in cervical spine decompression and Stabilization. 
Napoli 

2017 February A comprehensive course treating degenerative lumbar disease with extreme 
lateral interbody fusion. Amsterdam 

2016 November Endoscopic Endonasal and Transcranial Skull Base Approaches: Hands-on 
Course. Napoli 

2015 November From pituitary to skull base course. Bologna  

2015 November Corso in “Ecografia intraoperatoria in Neurochirurgia”. Milano 

2015 November Complex anterior spinal approaches and complications management course. 
Hamburg (Germany) 

2015 July  Graduation in Neurosurgery (6 years Residency Course) with 70/70 cum laude 
(University of Catania) 

2015 May Gliolan Training course and licence to use Gliolan in brain tumor surgery. 
Padova. 

2015 April Midas Rex Hands-on Workshop – Tolochenaz – (Switzerland) 

2014 February 16th Workshop in Microneurosurgery – All India Institute of Medical Sciences – 
New Delhi (INDIA) 
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2014 January Workshop in cerebral and ventricular endoscopy: complex endoscopic 
procedures. Napoli.  

2013 November 27° Corso per giovani Neurochirurghi – Pratica di Mare (Roma). 

2013 April   V corso di Microchirurgia in diretta di lesioni intracerebrali e utilizzo di tecniche 
di imaging avanzate. Vicenza 

2012 June AOSpine Principles Course- Degenerative Spine – Milano 

2012 June (from) AoSpine Membership 

2012 April  GCP - Good Clinical Practice Guidelines web based training course 

2011 December Surgical Approaches to the Skull Base course – Weill Cornell Medical College, 
Cornell University – New York (USA) 

2010 April 1st AOCMF Neuro Principles Course – Pesaro 

 

 

TEACHING EXPERIENCE 

2015-2022  Voluntary Professor of Neurosurgery. School of Medicine, University of 
Catania. 

 

 

CLINICAL RESEARCH 

2016 April (from)  AOCSC Member (AO Clinical Study Center). Neurosurgery Department – 
University of Catania    

2012 May (from) Investigator for Nycomed - TASALL TachoSil Against Liquor Leak clinical trial. 
Neurosurgery Department – University of Palermo. 

2011 October (from) Investigator for Efficacy and Safety of Everolimus (RAD0001) in Patients of All 
Ages With Subependymal Giant Cell Astrocytoma Associated With Tuberous 
Sclerosis Complex (TSC) (EXIST-1). Neurosurgery Department – University of 
Catania    

 

 

 

HONORS AND AWARDS 

2022 Best Abstract in Neuro-oncology – EANS 2022 Congress. Belgrade. Serbia. 

2018 May   Best Poster Senior; 41° National Meeting Società Italiana di Chirurgia 
Vertebrale e Gruppo Italiano Scoliosi (SICV&GIS). Cagliari 

2012 October Best Residents’ oral communication; 61° National Meeting Società Italiana di 
Neurochirurgia (SiNch). Rimini 

2008 July  Admission at “Premio di laurea Orestano” University of Palermo 

2003 April  “Premio Scolastico Vito Russo 2003” by Rotary Club of Milazzo (ME) 

2001 May  “Certamen Peloritanum Sicilia e Calabria 2001” – First place. 
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PUBLICATIONS IN SCIENTIFIC JOURNALS AND BOOK CHAPTERS 

1. Grasso G, Graziano F, Sfacteria A, Carletti F, Meli F, Maugeri R, Passalacqua M, Certo F, Fazio M, Buemi M, 
Iacopino DG. Neuroprotective effect of erythropoietin and darbepoetin alfa after experimental intracerebral 
hemorrhage. Neurosurgery. 2009;65(4):763-9; discussion 769-70. 
 

2. Grasso G, Meli F, Maugeri R, Certo F, Costantino G, Giambartino F, Iacopino DG. Unusual recurrence of 
trigeminal neuralgia after microvascular decompression by muscle interposal. Med Sci Monit. 
2011;17(4):CS43-6.   

 
3. Grasso G, Certo F, Pirrone AG, Iacopino DG. Clinical Analysis Following Minimally Invasive Treatment of 

Lumbar Spinal Stenosis with Interspinous Devices: Where We Are and Where We Go. Global Spine J. 2012; 
02 - P05 DOI: 10.1055/s-0032-1319894 

 
4. Grasso G, Certo F, Pirrone AG, Iacopino DG. Cervical Arthroplasty with Prodisc-C System: Our Experience. 

Global Spine J. 2012; 02 - P123 DOI: 10.1055/s-0032-1319990 
 
5. Grasso G, Certo F, Pirrone AG, Iacopino DG. Does Erythropoietin and Its Receptor may Play a Role in Human 

Intervertebral Disk Degeneration? Global Spine J. 2012; 02 - P88 DOI: 10.1055/s-0032-1319962 
 
6. Barbagallo GM, Certo F, Sciacca G, Albanese V. Bilateral tubular minimally invasive approach for 

decompression, reduction and fixation in lumbosacral lythic spondylolisthesis. Neurosurg Focus. 2013;35(2 
Suppl):Video 9.  

 
7. Barbagallo GM, Certo F, Visocchi M, Palmucci S, Sciacca G, Albanese V. Disappearance of degenerative, non-

inflammatory, retro-odontoid pseudotumor following posterior C1-C2 fixation: case series and review of the 
literature. Eur Spine J. 2013;22 Suppl 6:S879-88. 

 
8. Barbagallo GM, Romano D, Certo F, Milone P, Albanese V. Zero-P: a new zero-profile cage-plate device for 

single and multilevel ACDF. A single Institution series with four years maximum follow-up and review of the 
literature on zero-profile devices. Eur Spine J. 2013;22 Suppl 6:S868-78. 

 
9. Certo F, Sciacca G, Albanese G, Borderi A, Albanese V, Barbagallo GMV. Anterior, extracanalar, cervical spine 

osteochondroma associated with DISH: description of a very rare tumor causing bilateral vocal cord 
paralysis, laryngeal compression and dysphagia.Case report and review of the literature. Eur Rev Medi 
Pharmacol Sci. 2014;18(1 Suppl):34-40. 

 
10. Barbagallo GMV, Certo F, Visocchi F, Sciacca G, Albanese V. Double-level cervical total disc replacement for 

adjacent segment disease: is it a useful treatment? Description of late onset  heterotopic ossification and 
review of the literature. Eur Rev Medi Pharmacol Sci. 2014;18(1 Suppl):15-23. 

 
11. Barbagallo GMV, Certo F, Albanese V, Signorelli F. Spinal Intradural Vascular Malformations. Chapter in “The 

Spine” 
 
12. Barbagallo GMV, Certo F, Albanese V. The impact of complications following cervical spine surgery: a 

systematic review. J Neurosurg Sci 2014;58(2 Suppl 1):55-64. 
 
13. Barbagallo GMV, Certo F, Albanese V. Early postoperative extramedullary MRI signal changes after ACDF: 

misinterpretations can be dangerous and misleading. Case report and review of the literature. J Neurosurg 
Sci 2014;58(2 Suppl 1):123-8. 

 
14. Certo F. Advancement and innovation in neurosurgery: a lesson from the "developing" countries. World 

Neurosurg. 2014;82(3-4):e568. 
 
15. Barbagallo GM, Piccini M, Alobaid A, Al-Mutair A, Albanese V, Certo F. Bilateral tubular minimally invasive 

surgery for low-dysplastic lumbosacral lytic spondylolisthesis (LDLLS): analysis of a series focusing on 
postoperative sagittal balance and review of the literature. Eur Spine J. 2014;23 Suppl 6:705-13.  

 
16. Certo F, Visocchi M, Borderi A, Pennisi C, Albanese V, Barbagallo GM. Lumbar intervertebral discal cyst: a rare 

cause of low back pain and radiculopathy. Case report and review of the current evidences on diagnosis and 
management. Evid Based Spine Care J. 2014;5(2):141-8. 

 
17. Barbagallo GMV, Certo F, Heisse K, Albanese V. 5-ALA fluorescence-assisted surgery in pediatric brain 

tumors: report of three cases and review of the literature. Brit J Nerosurg 2014;28(6):750-4. 
 
18. Barbagallo GM, Certo F, Visocchi M, Sciacca G, Piccini M, Albanese V. Multilevel mini-open TLIFs and 

percutaneous pedicle screw fixation: description of a simple technical nuance used to increase 
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intraoperative safety and improve workflow. Tips and tricks and review of the literature. Neurosurg Rev. 
2015;38(2):343-54; discussion 354. 

 
19. Barbagallo GM, Paratore S, Caltabiano R, Palmucci S, Parra HS, Privitera G, Motta F, Lanzafame S, Scaglione G, 

Longo A, Albanese V, Certo F. Long-term therapy with temozolomide is a feasible option for newly diagnosed 
glioblastoma: a single-institution experience with as many as 101 temozolomide cycles. Neurosurg Focus. 
2014;37(6):E4. 

 
20. Graziano F, Certo F, Basile L, Maugeri R, Grasso G, Meccio F, Ganau M, Iacopino DG. Autologous fibrin sealant 

(Vivostat(®)) in the neurosurgical practice: Part I: Intracranial surgical procedure. Surg Neurol Int. 2015 
12;6:77.  

 
21. Barbagallo GMV, Certo F, Caltabiano R, Chiaramonte I, Albanese V, Visocchi M. Role of intraoperative 

indocyanine green video-angiography to identify small,  posterior fossa arteriovenous malformations 
mimicking cavernous angiomas. Technical report and review of the literature on common features of these 
cerebral vascular malformations. Clin Neurol Neurosurg. 2015;138:45. 

 
22. Barbagallo GMV, Palmucci S, Paratore S, Attinà G, Sortino G, Albanese V, Certo F. Portable intraoperative CT-

scan (i-CT) in image-guided surgery for brain high-grade gliomas: analysis of technical feasibility and impact 
on extent of tumor resection. Neurosurgery. 2015 Nov 9 

 
23. Jenkinson MD, Waqar M, Farah JO, Farrell M, Barbagallo GM, McManus R, Looby S, Hussey D, Fitzpatrick D, Certo 

F, Javadpour M. Early adjuvant radiotherapy in the treatment of atypical meningioma. J Clin Neurosci. 2016 Jan 
8.  

 
24. Barbagallo GM, Raudino G, Visocchi M, Maione M, Certo F. Out-of-third ventricle colloid cysts: review of the 

literature on pathophysiology, diagnosis and treatment of an uncommon condition, with a focus on 
headache. J Neurosurg Sci. 2016 Sep 7.  

 
25. Barbagallo GMV, Certo F. Dynamic stabilization of the spine and nucleoplasty. Chapter in Youmans and Winn 

Neurological Surgery 7 ed  
 
26. Barbagallo GM, Certo F, Albanese V, Signorelli F. Spinal Intradural Vascular Malformations. The Spine, ed. 

Jaypee Publishers, 2014 
 
27. Iacopino DG, Certo F, Graziano F, Basile L, Gulì C, Visocchi M, Conti A, Maugeri R. EMG-guided percutaneous 

placamento of cement-augmented pedicle screws for osteoporotic thoracolumbar burst fractures. Acta 
Neurochir Suppl. 2017;124:319-325.   

 
28. Barbagallo GMV, Certo F. The unfeasible made feasible: lumbar minimally invasive hybrid stabilization with 

dynamic rod and mini-open TLIF. Journal of Neurosurg sciences. 2017 Jan 26 
 
29. Albanese V, Certo F, Visocchi M, Barbagallo GMV. Multilevel Anterior Cervical Diskectomy and Fusion with 

Zero-Profile Devices: Analysis of Safety and Feasibility, with Focus on Sagittal Alignment and Impact on 
Clinical Outcome: Single-Institution Experience and Review of Literature. World Neurosurg. 2017 
Oct;106:724-735. 

 
30. Barbagallo GMV, Maione M, Raudino G, Certo F. Thoracic Intradural-Extramedullary Epidermoid Tumor: The 

Relevance for Resection of Classic Subarachnoid Space Microsurgical Anatomy in Modern Spinal Surgery. 
Technical Note and Review of the Literature. World Neurosurg. 2017;108:54-61.  

 
31.  Lener S, Hartmann S, Barbagallo GMV, Certo F, Thomé C, Tschugg A. Management of spinal infection: a review 

of the literature. Acta Neurochir (Wien). 2018;160(3):487-496.  
  
32. Giaquinta A, Mociskyte D, D'Arrigo G, Barbagallo G, Certo F, Veroux M, Veroux P. Penetrating aortic injury left 

untreated for 20 days: a case report. BMC Surg. 2018; 18(1):6 
 
33. Scalia G, Certo F, Maione M, Barbagallo GMV. Spinal Arachnoiditis Ossificans: Report of Quadruple-Triggered 

Case. World Neurosurg. 2019 Mar;123:1-6.  
 
34. Barbagallo GMV, Morrone A, Certo F. Intraoperative Computed Tomography and Awake Craniotomy: A Useful 

and Safe Combination in Brain Surgery. World Neurosurg. 2018 Nov;119:e159-e166.  
 
35. Certo F, Maione M, Visocchi M, Barbagallo GMV. Retro-odontoid Degenerative Pseudotumour Causing Spinal 

Cord Compression and Myelopathy: Current Evidence on the Role of Posterior C1-C2 Fixation in Treatment. 
Acta Neurochir Suppl. 2019;125:259-264. 

 
36. Barbagallo D, Caponnetto A, Brex D, Mirabella F, Barbagallo C, Lauretta G, Morrone A, Certo F, Broggi G, Caltabiano 

R, Barbagallo GM, Spina-Purrello V, Ragusa M, Di Pietro C, Hansen TB, Purrello M. CircSMARCA5 Regulates 
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VEGFA mRNA Splicing and Angiogenesis in Glioblastoma Multiforme Through the Binding of SRSF1. 
Cancers (Basel). 2019 Feb 7;11(2). 

 
37. Barbagallo GM, Certo F. 3D, HD exoscopic Anterior Cervical Discectomy and Fusion: a valid alternative to 

microscope-assisted surgery. World Neurosurg. 2019 Jun 14. 
 
38. Barbagallo G, Maione M, Peschillo S, Signorelli F, Visocchi M, Sortino G, Fiumanò G, Certo F. Intraoperative 

Computed Tomography, navigated ultrasound, 5-Amino-Levulinic Acid fluorescence and neuromonitoring in 
brain tumor surgery: overtreatment or useful tool combination? J Neurosurg Sci. 2019 Jul 11.  

 
39. Altieri R, Melcarne A, Junemann C, Zeppa P, Zenga F, Garbossa D, Certo F, Barbagallo G. Inferior Fronto-Occipital 

fascicle anatomy in brain tumor surgeries: From anatomy lab to surgical theater. J Clin Neurosci. 2019 
Oct;68:290-294. doi: 10.1016/j.jocn.2019.07.039. Epub 2019 Jul 19.  

 
40. Altieri R, Morrone A, Certo F, Parisi G, Buscema G, Broggi G, Magro G, Barbagallo GM. Tentorial Angioleiomyoma: 

A Rare Neurosurgical Entity. Case Report and Review of the Literature. World Neurosurg. 2019 Oct;130:506-
511. doi: 10.1016/j.wneu.2019.07.129. Epub 2019 Jul 23. 

 
41. Certo F, Stummer W, Farah JO, Freyschlag C, Visocchi M, Morrone A, Altieri R, Toccaceli G, Peschillo S, Thomè C, 

Jenkinson M, Barbagallo G. Supramarginal resection of glioblastoma: 5-ALA fluorescence, combined 
intraoperative strategies and correlation with survival. J Neurosurg Sci. 2019 Dec;63(6):625-632. doi: 
10.23736/S0390-5616.19.04787-8. Epub 2019 Jul 29. 

 
42. Somma T, Ius T, Certo F, Santi L, de Angelis M, Dones F, Cenzato M, Skrap M, Cappabianca P. From the Champion 

to the Team: New Treatment Paradigms in Contemporary Neurosurgery. World Neurosurg. 2019 Nov;131:141-
148. doi: 10.1016/j.wneu.2019.07.196. Epub 2019 Aug 2. 

 
43. Altieri R, Raimondo S, Tiddia C, Sammarco D, Cofano F, Zeppa P, Monticelli M, Melcarne A, Junemann C, Zenga F, 

Savastano R, Garbossa D, Certo F, Barbagallo G. Glioma surgery: From preservation of motor skills to 
conservation of cognitive functions. J Clin Neurosci. 2019 Dec;70:55-60. doi: 10.1016/j.jocn.2019.08.091. Epub 
2019 Sep 16. 

 
44. Certo F, Maione M, Altieri R, Garozzo M, Toccaceli G, Peschillo S, Barbagallo GMV. Pros and cons of a minimally 

invasive percutaneous subdural drainage system for evacuation of chronic subdural hematoma under local 
anesthesia. Clin Neurol Neurosurg. 2019 Dec;187:105559. doi: 10.1016/j.clineuro.2019.105559. Epub 2019 Oct 10. 

 
45. Toccaceli G, Diana F, Cagnazzo F, Cannizzaro D, Lanzino G, Barbagallo GMV, Certo F, Bortolotti C, Signorelli F, 

Peschillo S. Microsurgical Clipping Compared with New and Most Advanced Endovascular Techniques in the 
Treatment of Unruptured Middle Cerebral Artery Aneurysms: A Meta-Analysis in the Modern Era. World 
Neurosurg. 2020 May;137:451-464.e1. doi: 10.1016/j.wneu.2019.12.118. Epub 2020 Jan 21. 

 
46. Costa F, Innocenzi G, Guida F, Agrillo U, Barbagallo G, Bocchetti A, Bongetta D, Cappelletto B, Certo F, Cimatti M, 

Cioffi V, Dobran M, Domenicucci M, Guizzardi G, Guizzardi G, Landi A, Marotta N, Marzetti F, Montano N, Anania 
CD, Nina P, Quaglietta P, Rispoli R, Somma T, Squillante E, Visocchi M, Vitali M, Vitiello V. Degenerative Lumbar 
Spine Stenosis Consensus Conference: the Italian Job. Recommendations of the Spinal Section of Italian 
Society of Neurosurgery. J Neurosurg Sci. 2020 Sep 24. doi: 10.23736/S0390-5616.20.05042-0. Online ahead of 
print. 

 
47. Ius T, Somma T, Altieri R, Angileri FF, Barbagallo GM, Cappabianca P, Certo F, Cofano F, D'Elia A, Della Pepa GM, 

Esposito V, Fontanella MM, Germanò A, Garbossa D, Isola M, La Rocca G, Maiuri F, Olivi A, Panciani PP, Pignotti 
F, Skrap M, Spena G, Sabatino G. Is age an additional factor in the treatment of elderly patients with 
glioblastoma? A new stratification model: an Italian Multicenter Study. Neurosurg Focus. 2020 Oct;49(4):E13. 
doi: 10.3171/2020.7.FOCUS20420. 

 
48. Certo F, Altieri R, Maione M, Schonauer C, Sortino G, Fiumanò G, Tirrò E, Massimino M, Broggi G, Vigneri P, Magro 

G, Visocchi M, Barbagallo GMV. FLAIRectomy in Supramarginal Resection of Glioblastoma Correlates With 
Clinical Outcome and Survival Analysis: A Prospective, Single Institution, Case Series. Oper Neurosurg 
(Hagerstown). 2021 Jan 13;20(2):151-163. doi: 10.1093/ons/opaa293. 

 
49. Mostile G, Portaro G, Certo F, Luca A, Manna R, Terranova R, Altieri R, Nicoletti A, Barbagallo GMV, Zappia M. iNPH 

with parkinsonism: response to lumbar CSF drainage and ventriculoperitoneal shunting. J Neurol. 2021 
Apr;268(4):1254-1265. doi: 10.1007/s00415-020-10267-x. Epub 2020 Oct 19. 

 
50. Barbagallo GMV, Certo F, Di Gregorio S, Maione M, Garozzo M, Peschillo S, Altieri R. Recurrent high-grade glioma 

surgery: a multimodal intraoperative protocol to safely increase extent of tumor resection and analysis of its 
impact on patient outcome. Neurosurg Focus. 2021 Jan;50(1):E20. doi: 10.3171/2020.10.FOCUS20744. 

 
51. Altieri R, Barbagallo D, Certo F, Broggi G, Ragusa M, Di Pietro C, Caltabiano R, Magro G, Peschillo S, Purrello M, 

Barbagallo G. Peritumoral Microenvironment in High-Grade Gliomas: From FLAIRectomy to Microglia-Glioma 
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Cross-Talk. Brain Sci. 2021 Feb 6;11(2):200. doi: 10.3390/brainsci11020200. 
 
52. Barbagallo D, Caponnetto A, Barbagallo C, Battaglia R, Mirabella F, Brex D, Stella M, Broggi G, Altieri R, Certo F, 

Caltabiano R, Barbagallo GMV, Anfuso CD, Lupo G, Ragusa M, Di Pietro C, Hansen TB, Purrello M. The GAUGAA 
Motif Is Responsible for the Binding between circSMARCA5 and SRSF1 and Related Downstream Effects on 
Glioblastoma Multiforme Cell Migration and Angiogenic Potential. Int J Mol Sci. 2021 Feb 7;22(4):1678. doi: 
10.3390/ijms22041678. 

 
53. Toccaceli G, Altieri R, Certo F, Barbagallo G. A Case of Foramen Magnum and C1-C2 Meningiomas: Double 

Challenge, One Approach. J Neurol Surg B Skull Base. 2021 Feb;82(Suppl 1):S25-S26. doi: 10.1055/s-0040-
1705159. Epub 2020 Aug 24. 

 
54. Barbagallo GMV, Altieri R, Garozzo M, Maione M, Di Gregorio S, Visocchi M, Peschillo S, Dolce P, Certo F. High 

Grade Glioma Treatment in Elderly People: Is It Different Than in Younger Patients? Analysis of Surgical 
Management Guided by an Intraoperative Multimodal Approach and Its Impact on Clinical Outcome. Front 
Oncol. 2021 Feb 24;10:631255. doi: 10.3389/fonc.2020.631255. eCollection 2020. 

 
55. Broggi G, Salvatorelli L, Barbagallo D, Certo F, Altieri R, Tirrò E, Massimino M, Vigneri P, Guadagno E, Maugeri G, 

D'Agata V, Musumeci G, Ragusa M, Barbagallo GMV, Russo D, Caltabiano R. Diagnostic Utility of the 
Immunohistochemical Expression of Serine and Arginine Rich Splicing Factor 1 (SRSF1) in the Differential 
Diagnosis of Adult Gliomas. Cancers (Basel). 2021 Apr 26;13(9):2086. doi: 10.3390/cancers13092086. 

 
56. Stella M, Falzone L, Caponnetto A, Gattuso G, Barbagallo C, Battaglia R, Mirabella F, Broggi G, Altieri R, Certo F, 

Caltabiano R, Barbagallo GMV, Musumeci P, Ragusa M, Pietro CD, Libra M, Purrello M, Barbagallo D. Serum 
Extracellular Vesicle-Derived circHIPK3 and circSMARCA5 Are Two Novel Diagnostic Biomarkers for 
Glioblastoma Multiforme. Pharmaceuticals (Basel). 2021 Jun 27;14(7):618. doi: 10.3390/ph14070618. 

 
57. Broggi G, Certo F, Altieri R, Caltabiano R, Gessi M, Barbagallo GMV. A "polymorphous low-grade neuroepithelial 

tumor of the young (PLNTY)" diagnosed in an adult. Report of a case and review of the literature. Surg Neurol 
Int. 2021 Sep 20;12:470. doi: 10.25259/SNI_500_2021. eCollection 2021. 

 
58. Russo G, Stefano A, Alongi P, Comelli A, Catalfamo B, Mantarro C, Longo C, Altieri R, Certo F, Cosentino S, Sabini 

MG, Richiusa S, Barbagallo GMV, Ippolito M. Feasibility on the Use of Radiomics Features of 11[C]-MET PET/CT 
in Central Nervous System Tumours: Preliminary Results on Potential Grading Discrimination Using a 
Machine Learning Model. Curr Oncol. 2021 Dec 12;28(6):5318-5331. doi: 10.3390/curroncol28060444. 

 
59. Broggi G, Tirrò E, Alzoubi H, Arcella A, Gianno F, Antonelli M, Minasi S, Vigneri P, Certo F, Altieri R, Barbagallo 

GMV, Miele E, Caltabiano R, Giangaspero F. Cerebellar liponeurocytoma: clinical, histopathological and 
molecular features of a series of three cases, including one recurrent tumor. Neuropathology. 2022 Jan 18. doi: 
10.1111/neup.12799. Online ahead of print. 

 
60. Pomara C, Salerno M, Esposito M, Sessa F, Certo F, Tripodo C, Rappa F, Barbagallo GM. Histological and 

immunohistochemical findings in a fatal case of thrombotic thrombocytopenia after ChAdOx1 nCov-19 
vaccination. Pathol Res Pract. 2022 Feb 4;231:153796. doi: 10.1016/j.prp.2022.153796. Online ahead of 
print.PMID: 35144085 

 
 

ABSTRACT  
 
1. Certo F, Platania N, Parisi G, Barbagallo GMV, Romano D, Albanese V. Intraoperative indocyanine green 

videangiography; an aid in surgery of spinal arteriovenous fistulas. 59 SiNch Milano (Annual meeting of the Italian 
Society of Neurosurgery). 2010 
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